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From your new NATPL President 
Dennis Fiscus (AZ) 
Welcome to all Tech Prep members!!  

I am very proud to serve you as your new President for the 2007-2008 year.  We have 
much to look forward to over the next year. Tech Prep is evolving under the new Perkins IV and 
the NATPL leadership team will be at the national forefront of all things Tech Prep.  Member 
input is welcomed and encouraged.  Not only is my phone or email always available for 
suggestions or comments, but the entire leadership team would welcome input from any of you. 

All members can all take a deep breath and pat ourselves on the back for an extremely 
successful and informative NATPL Forum.  Many, many members were instrumental in making 
the all of the sessions successful.   
Not only did we have our regular forum on October 10 that was packed with sessions ranging 
from Programs of Study to Tech Prep 101, we had a Pre-Session devoted entirely to the Tech 
Prep Performance Measures.  There were over 50 attendees of the pre-session that learned 
methods of collecting performance data as well as the reasoning behind all of the new measures.  
Tool kits are still available for purchase from NATPL if members are interested. 
NATPL also celebrated itsÕ 10th anniversary of existence with a party!!   On the evening of 
October 9th, invited guests and members listened to some very fond memories from our original 
founders.  How far we have come from that fi rst meeting!!  We owe a very big thank you to all of 
those original, insightful and dedicated individuals who saw the need to develop a leadership 
group in order to clarify what Tech Prep can do for our students.  

Now for the future!!  Separate or merged,-it does not matter.  We are all one!!  Tech Prep 
activities are included in ALL phases of the Perkins IV law now.  This tells me that Tech Prep is 
doing such a great job of helping change Career &  Technical Education; the desire is to change 
ÒregularÓ Perkins and all CTE activities to include MORE Tech Prep type activities.  Tech PrepÕs 
strength has always been getting people together to make things happen.  I believe Congress saw 
that and wants to encourage more of it.  Tech Prep works!  It is NATPLÕs role to help continue 
the good work of the past years and to build on it no matter what your structure is.  ÒSeparateÓ 
States will have the same flexibility they always have had to make changes through Tech Prep.  
ÒMergedÓ States have the larger pot of funds to do Tech Prep activities through ALL of the local 
school grants.  And the tie that binds it all together is Tech Prep telling Congress the 
ÒeffectivenessÓ of Tech Prep.  To do that we need DATA, DATA, DATA.  No matter what your 
state does, we MUST report some kind of data to show how Tech Prep has helped students and 
changed systems.  In future issues we will be addressing not only the Tech Prep measures but just 
what ÒeffectivenessÓ means to YOUR state and how they are handling Tech Prep.  WE are all in 
this together if we want to sustain and expand on the successes of Tech Prep. 

NATPLÕs Winter Strategy meeting to be held on January 18 and 19 in our next 
conference city, Cincinnati, Ohio will help determine items that will be included in our 2008 
Forum on October 22, 2008.   If Tech Prep is important to you and you want to help direct Tech 
Prep in the near future, this is where you belong! Please try to attend these meetings.  The future 
of Tech Prep is now and you should be a part of it.   

I look forward to a very exciting year with all of you!!  
 
 



Dear Friends of NATPL:  
Libby Livings-Eassa (FL) 

As President-Elect for the organization, there are undeniable observations regarding the 
changes and shifts we all face over the course of the next several years.   As the now legendary 
video ÒShift HappensÓ illustrates, such shifts whether legislative, state-driven, or organizational 
are inevitable and find many in undefined territory! 

Many are transitioning and/or merging to ÒCareer PathwaysÓ consortia, networks, and the 
like Ð In the State of Florida, Tech Prep funds are being merged into the Basic Grant and 
Consortia are being restructured and recreated with the implementation of Career Pathways.  The 
disposition of our practitioners and affi liated organizations is that we welcome the opportunity to 
expand our reach and will continue to provide support and resources for Tech Prep, Career 
Pathways, Career Clusters, Programs of Study, CTE, and more.   

I maintain that every change, every shift is an opportunity for innovation that strengthens 
the base!  Rest assured that my commitment to Tech Prep is unwavering and just as we in the 
State of Florida must continue to work closely with our constituents so will I do on your behalf at 
the national level.   

NATPL will continue to serve as your voice and as your advocate while providing Tech 
Prep information, support, and professional development - as we have over the last ten years.    

We will stay the course while continuing the Tech Prep tradition of leading the force 
of innovation!   

It is an honor to serve as your advocate and assist those who also must navigate the shift! 
For your reference:  ÒShift  HappensÓ (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljbI-363A2Q) 
 
How to Collect and Report Tech Prep Data Special Workshop 
Dr. Sheila Ruhland (NC) 

NATPL sponsored a How to Collect and Report Tech Prep Data Special Workshop on 
October 9th in Louisville.  The workshop had over 50 attendees and provided participants the 
opportunity to learn how to make Tech Prep data collection and reporting work, data mapping, 
and how to approach the data collection of Tech Prep indicators of performance.  A tool kit was 
provided to all participants with a Ònine stepÓ beginning approach to collecting and reporting 
Tech Prep data.   

A special thank you to the planning team and presenters:  Dodie Bemis (SD) NATPL 
Executive Director, Ray Timlin (PA) NATPL Consultant, Dr. Kathy DÕAntoni (WV) NATPL 
Consultant, Dennis Fiscus (AZ) NATPL President, Rob Kerr (IL) Director Career Technical 
Education, and Tony Landis (OH) Assistant Director Tech Prep/Perkins.   

If you would like to order the notebook that was prepared for the workshop, including the 
Tool Kit, the order form is on the NATPL website.  For further information please contact me at 
ruhlands@rockinghamcc.edu or 336-342-4261 ext. 2137. 
 
Louisville 2007 FORUM earns high praise and raises standards 
Tim Nolan (OH)  

NATPL members assembled to participate in their annual Forum on October 10, 2007.  
After a brief business meeting in the early morning on October 10, the audience was impressed 
and entertained by Marty Mahler's presentation, "Tech Prep: Back to the Future."  Marty shared 
his views about the global workforce issues, change management, and his experiences as a Tech 
Prep director and now P-16 Council Director.  His remarks and insights set the stage for an 
engaging professional development day. 

Members could choose breakout sessions to meet their perceived needs throughout the 
day.  Opportunities to network over lunch and at an interesting group discussion session 
encouraged members to interact and develop relationships. The program ended with the 
traditionally creative Kathy D'Antoni power point presentation, this year melding two themes 
from Aesop's Fable (Mouse and Lion) and Reality TV (Survivor).  Evaluations were  
laudatory and assisted the professional development committee to begin plans for 2008. 



In fact, on January 18 and 19, 2008 in Cincinnati, the planning session for the 2008 
NATPL Forum on October 22, 2008 will take place.  Members will be invited to travel to the 
"Queen City" to share their input and expertise so that the NATPL members can once again be 
offered quality professional development from outside and from within their community of 
leaders. All are welcome!  The registration form and hotel information can be found on the 
NATPL website, or contact Tim Nolan for the specifi c details for this important planning 
experience.  timothy.nolan@uc.edu  or timothy.nolan@cincinnatistate.edu  
 
2007 NATPL Award winners honored in Louisville 
Diana Glosser (IL) 

This yearÕs recipients were guests at the NATPL awards luncheon on October 10, 2007 in 
Louisville, KY.  The recipients also shared the stage at the "Best Practices" session during the 
afternoon session of the NATPL conference.  The award winners included 
  Outstanding Innovation in Tech Prep, "A model for implementing Perkins IV" 

Guilford County CTP Partnership, Greensboro, NC 
Contact:  Sylvia Anderson, anderss@gcsnc.edu  

  
Promotion of Tech Prep, "Using simple approaches to promote tech prep to all stakeholders" 
Brunswick County Schools/Brunswick County Community College  
Contact:  Jerry W. Smith, Coordinator, smithj@brunswickcc.edu  

  
Promotion of Tech Prep with Technology, "Getting the Message Out with Podcasting" 
Global EDGE Tech Prep Consortium, Collin County Community College District 
McKinney, TX. Contact:  Janet M. Jaworski, Executive Director, jjaworski@ccccd.edu  

 
Join us in Cincinnati for the 2008 NATPL awards.  Check out the award nomination forms on the 
NATPL website and nominate hardworking, effective professionals from your region! 
 
Ten year members honored:   
At the business meeting, nine individuals were recognized for maintaining their membership 
since NATPLÕs inception.  These included Dodie Bemis, George Burns, Ann Craig, Kathy 
DÕAntoni, Dennis Fiscus, Carol Jurgens, Gail Manley, Bernie McInerney, and Carolyn Olson. 
 
Membership renewal due! 

If your membership has lapsed or you are looking to be a part of the Tech Prep 
professional organization, now is the time to join!  Looking for the "How-tos" of implementing of 
Perkins IV?  NATPL is YOUR CONNECTION to current best practices in Tech Prep and career 
pathways!  Your membership can fi ll that need for information and networking with professionals 
across the country.  Whether your need is accountability, performance measures, data collection, 
programs of study, or transitions your membership can help meet those needs. 

Remember that you can join as an individual or through a consortia membership.  Don't 
delay; your member services can begin today!  Contact NATPL Treasurer Lois Lamer for more 
information:  llamer@vacte.com 
 

2007-2008 Board of Directors 
President- Dennis Fiscus (AZ) 
President-Elect- Libby Livings-Eassa (FL)  
Past President-Lyn Velle (WY) 
Consultant- Sheila Ruhland (NC) 
Consultant- Kathy DÕAntoni (WV) 
Secretary- Diana Glosser ( IL) 
Treasurer-Lois Lamer (AZ) 
Information Tech Director-Scott Fossum (SD) 
Legislative/Pub. Policy Director-Ray Timlin (PA) 

Marketing Director-Connie Scotchel-Gross (FL)  
Prof. Development Director-Tim Nolan (OH) 
Northeast Director-Kim Runion (NH) 
Southeast Director-Kelli Kennedy (FL) 
Northwest Director-Donna Fricke (ND) 
Southwest Director-Janet Jaworski (TX) 
Member-at-Large-CORD Debra Mills (IL) 
Executive Director -Dodie Bemis (SD) 
 


